The  HOT Wire
Volume 6  Summer 2008   
www.rotarycheshirehomes.org
From the Desk of the ED – Cindy Accardi

Isn’t summer just moving along far too quickly?  

Since the last HOT Wire Rotary Cheshire Homes and the Canadian Helen Keller Centre hosted their 6th annual JuneFest on June 18, 2008.  JuneFest is our signature event celebrating June as Deaf-Blind Awareness Month.  We had a perfect day.  Mel Lastman Square confirmed our biggest numbers yet – 2,000 – from the amount of garbage people so graciously deposited!  Special thanks to the organizing committee led by Molly Saunders.  This year’s JuneFest was the best yet from both a financial and awareness perspective.  A more detailed report about JuneFest can be found in this newsletter.  You can learn more about this year’s event at www.junefest.ca.

Rotary Cheshire continues to support high quality training opportunities.  Recently, Gus Mancini and Kelly Pollock facilitated a 2-day workshop on “Intervenor Services in a Medical Setting”.  Additionally, staff have been updating their WHMIS and First Aid certifications throughout the summer.  Going into the fall, staff have been asked to sign up for sign language classes at the Canadian Hearing Society so that they may continue to improve their skills which will have a positive impact on the provision of services.  Finally, Rotary Cheshire, on behalf of the Deafblind Coalition of Ontario, is awaiting final word from the Ministry of Community and Social Services to host a 3-day intervenor training symposium in winter 2009.

The long anticipated Continuous Improvement Team is finally taking shape.  The purpose of the CIT is to provide an avenue for all direct service staff to bring forth their concerns to the office staff in a constructive, yet anonymous, way.  The team is meant for both staff who work at Rotary Cheshire Apartments and in the Outreach Program.

For what’s remaining of the summer, enjoy and stay dry! 
Consumer Profile – Tom Entz

My name is Tom Entz.  I was born in Magrath, Alberta on March 14, 1954.  I lived on the New Elm Colony farm   The farm had lots of sheep in fields and down the hill there was a pig barn.  Up from the school there was a big old cow barn with milk cows.  At the farm I worked in the large vegetable garden.  The garden was dry so we put in a pump that would spin water into the garden. 

When I was a very young boy I went to an old kindergarten school from 8am to 2:30pm.  I remember the tables were very small and long and a young lady would bring the children food from a big kitchen.   When I was 6 years old I went to German school and when I was 7 years old I went to an English school.  From 1967 to 1971 I went to an oral school for deaf children in Portland Oregon. 

In October 1974 my family moved to Ontario to a Community farm where I lived in a house with my mother, father and 6 brothers. We moved again to a different Community farm in 1980.  On the farm I made fences every day for 11 years.  Every winter I would work in the bush picking up posts and big post anchors for the fences.  I worked very hard!  In the winter the bush was very cold with lots of snow and wind.  I quit fencing in 1986.

Soon after two ladies from the cnib came to the farm and taught me and my brother Isaac every day.

I moved to Rotary Cheshire Apartments in 1992.  I moved because my vision got worse and I couldn’t see.  I now work in the garden at CHKC that has many different vegetables.

Board Profile – AK Dionne


Hi There! I am still relatively new to the RCH Board, having only joined in September 2007. So far, it has been a thoroughly rewarding experience!

I am a lawyer who came to the legal profession four years ago…after having been a classroom music teacher and choir conductor for ten years. I currently work for the Law Society of Upper Canada – the organization that ensures that Ontario lawyers meet high standards of professional conduct – and before that, worked as a Duty Counsel lawyer in the Criminal Courts at Old City Hall. 

Being on the RCH Board has allowed me to pursue my interest in governance (the role a Board plays within an organization) and in policy (the reasons that guide an organization’s decision-making). To be a part of an organization that provides such a variety of essential services as RCH does is a great honour.  

In addition to RCH, I also sit on the Alumni Board for Mount Allison University in New Brunswick. In my spare time, I “gig” as a cocktail pianist, playing for wedding receptions and parties. I also like to experiment in the kitchen, grow tomatoes on my balcony and hang out with my two young nephews. 
Intervenor Profile – Kylie Gornall




Hi there!!!  My name is Kylie Gornall and I have been working as an intervenor for a little over a year now.  I work at RCA and with Outreach Services.

I have been many things in my life.  I have worked in a greenhouse, coffee shop, a daycare, as a nanny, as a personal support worker and even gave teaching a shot.  None of my previous jobs have given me the same type of satisfaction and enjoyment I get from being an intervenor.

I have lived in Toronto for the past 10 years and I am now convinced that you really haven’t experienced Toronto unless you experience the city with a person who is deaf-blind.

I have met a countless number of amazing people that lead amazing lives - not because of this unique disability but because of incredible determination, courage and sense of humour that people show during day to day life.

I truly enjoy the career that really chose me.  Who knew that the world of deaf-blindness needed a loud and rowdy character?  I feel honoured to be counted amongst the many great and wonderful intervenors.  I finally found my niche.  
JuneFest 2008

As we are packing away the ducks from the duck pond, mailing out the last auction items to Ebay bid winners and making notes for the future, we are reminded of what an extraordinary achievement this year’s JuneFest event truly was! More importantly, our numbers indicate that over 2000 people were in attendance – what an amazing opportunity to raise awareness of this unique disability!!

The 6th Annual JuneFest event was held on Wednesday June 18th, from 12 noon until 6pm, at Mel Lastman Square in Toronto.  JuneFest was once again hosted by The Canadian Helen Keller Centre and Rotary Cheshire Homes in celebration of June as ‘Deaf-Blind Awareness Month in the Province of Ontario’. 

JuneFest is the largest single public awareness event focussed on deaf-blindness in Canada.  This event is, in part, made possible by donations received from approximately 150 private companies, a grant from the City of Toronto, the help of volunteers from Xerox and the extraordinary support from service agencies within the field.  

Although the weather appeared somewhat threatening, the rain gods cooperated and we managed to get by with just a minor sprinkle.  Events and activities included an art competition ~ which was won by a grade 5 deaf-blind student from the Davisville School for the Deaf; a great M&M charity BBQ, a Silent Auction, live music, performances by the Wonderful World of Circus, police on motorcycles, and too many more activities to mention!! Fun was had by all!!

Many thanks to the JuneFest organizing committee; Molly Saunders, Patty Grant, Melisa Dell, Jennifer Robbins, Lee Simpson, Krushan Theverajah, Karen Esmail and Stephen Lindop with special help from Cindy Accardi, Melanie Gauthier Perley, Nancy Longo and Lorne Marin.

Up-Coming Events

· Annual General Meeting:  Tuesday, September 16, 2008 from 6pm to 8:30pm at The CNIB Centre 1929 Bayview Ave.  Please RSVP by Friday September 5th to 416-730-9501 voice or 416-730-9187 TTY
· Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons fundraising luncheon, celebrating the accomplishments of leaders in the disabled community:  Oct. 21, 2008 at noon at the Royal York.  For tickets (416) 760-7351
“You can never plan the future by the past”                      Edmund Burke 1729 - 1797

