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From the Desk of the ED – Cindy Accardi (picture of Cindy)
Hello HOT Wire Readers!

It’s hard to believe, but Rotary Cheshire Apartments turned 15 years old on May 1st!  A celebration of the big event took place on May 9, 2007 with an Open House and festivities.  Special thanks to everyone who participated in the event!  It definitely was one of the top events RCH has ever hosted!  Congratulations to RCH’s Community Services Coordinator, Lee Simpson, who won the door prize of a gift certificate for Richtree Market Restaurants.  Hooray to Rachel Rosenberg who won the 50/50 draw jackpot of $112, which she generously donated back to RCH.  
The next big event on RCH’s calendar was the 5th Annual JuneFest, an event in celebration of June being Deaf-Blind Awareness Month across the province.  JuneFest took place on June 7, 2007 from noon to 6 pm at Mel Lastman Square.  On hand was a charity BBQ sponsored by M&M Meat Shop – Promenade location, Frosty Freeze Ice Cream, a silent auction, taste testing by CHKC’s good friends Starbucks - Empress location, information booths filled by fellow agencies serving deaf and deaf-blind persons, local city services and business, and lots of fun and games for all.  An excellent awareness event spot lighting the capabilities of persons who are deaf-blind and the unique services used to live independently.  Special thanks to David Zimmer, Willowdale’s MPP, for opening the event, and Alan Gerber for his fantastic boogie-woogie blues music.  As well, an eBay auction was held June 4 – 11, 2007.  All funds raised go to support the services used by the deaf-blind community.  THANK YOU to everyone who attended JuneFest and participated in the eBay auction!  Count on another great event in 2008! 
Have a super summer, Cindy
Consumer Profile – Sharon Durnan (picture of Sharon holding her cane)

Hi, my name is Sharon Durnan and I have Usher Syndrome, Type 1.  I am married, living with my deaf husband, Ron in Alliston - a fast growing town since Honda Industries was established.  My parents and two sisters and their families live in Alliston.  We are a very close knit family.  I was born in a small village, Creemore, southwest of Barrie, Ontario.  I was diagnosed as deaf when I was a toddler and attended the Belleville School for the Deaf, graduating in 1965.  Shortly after my graduation, I got a typing job in a Medical School for the Federal Government in CFB Borden, a military base where I was employed for 31 years, retiring in 1996.  I was a computer operator in the last few years before my retirement.

I found out that I have Ushers at the age of 18 years when I took a driving course.  I had an eye examination and I was diagnosed as having Retinitis Pigmentosa.  I did not take it seriously because I did not understand it.

I have been enjoying my retirement with Ron, by going out to Deaf Seniors’ Club playing cards and chatting at the new Long Term Care facility for the Deaf in Barrie weekly, workouts at Curves, knitting, crocheting, networking – not an expert!  I am feeling more independent by going out to do my errands, making trips to Toronto to attend meetings, training at CHKC, socializing and so on with my Intervenor through Outreach Intervenor Services since February 2006.

I came to CHKC for training on the day of 9/11 World Trade Centre attack.  I was a little scared when the CHKC staff informed us that things in Toronto like CN Tower, banks and so on were closed because of terrorism.  Toronto was closer to the US border, I’d rather go back home that day!

I had been enjoying myself, learning so many new skills.  It is a great place to learn daily living skills to gain independence for the Deaf-Blind people.  Braille is one of my favorites that I am proud to be able to read books.  I can read both contracted and un-contracted Braille.  Besides the training, I was out to meet people in the Deaf-Blind Community and made new friends.

I am a member of Ontario Usher Syndrome Association (OUSA); CNSDB; CHKC; and some deaf clubs as well. 

I accepted my dual disabilities well since my training at CHKC.  Happy Reading…
Board Profile –
Mark Albert (picture of Mark)

Sometime before the Beatles made a splash but after Elvis had hit the charts - in small town Ontario - Belleville - The Friendly City, I was born to a mother from Queen's New York and Canadian born father.

I grew up in Belleville, sought out a higher education  at the University of Western Ontario, worked in the retail business in Kingston and moved to Toronto and fully into Real Estate in 1989.  I am currently active in marketing and selling resale residential homes as a selling broker.

I like to keep myself humble and well rounded by aligning myself with good causes and those braver than I in the pursuit of happiness.  This has found me being a Board member and volunteer for such organizations as The Rotary Cheshire Homes (which needs no further explanation) ;The Concerned Kids - an organization communicating the issues of the day through interactive puppetry to school audiences all around the GTA; Gilda's Club of Greater Toronto - a place of both social and psychological support for men, women, teens, and children touched by cancer; Respite Foster Care for Family and Child Services as a foster parent; and the organization that can make dreams come true, is truly altruistic and philanthropic - The Rotary Club of Toronto Don Valley.  The very organization that helped found and build RCH.

My hobby is the theatre both on the stage and in front of it.  I am a single Dad to a fine son, Josh and the life partner of a special lady, Lois.

I would invite those interested in any of these organizations or who are just nosey to visit my website:  www.alberthomevalue.com 

Staff Profile – Andrea Radcliffe (picture of Andrea)





My name is Andrea Radcliffe and I have been in the field of Deaf-Blindness for 4 years now - how time flies!  

My master plan was to work with hospitalized children; all through university I planned and specialized in courses dealing with children and teens. I also took American Sign Language; soon ASL became one of my favourite courses.  

I found Deaf Culture fascinating and loved learning the language.  I began to volunteer at BRCD during the summer so I wouldn't forget what I learned.  That is where I met a very special gentleman.  I had never met a Deaf-Blind individual before that time. 

Soon, I entered the George Brown College IV program.  I loved almost every moment of it!  My first co-op placement was at CHKC.  I don't think I ever truly left it.  I have had the privilege of being involved in RCH's Outreach program from the very early days.  

There are so many wonderful things about being an Intervenor but the best is the relationships that we form with the deaf-blind people.  I have had many, many adventures with my clients.  

When I'm not working I enjoy going to dance class.  I study ballroom and Latin dance.  As most of you know my chocolate addiction is still going strong and I have 2 miniature schnauzers that I spoil.
ASL – English – Braille and People who are Deaf-Blind
Approximately 60 percent of people who are deaf-blind have Usher Syndrome type 1.  ASL is the first language used by most people with Usher Syndrome.  As everyone is aware ASL does not have a written form making reading and writing English a huge challenge for many people.  Some of the challenges have been removed by such devices as video phones, video conferencing etc.

These devices are great until a person’s vision is reduced to the point of not being able to see to read simple text messages or email.  When deaf-blind people get to this point in their lives and want to be able to continue to read and send emails, read a book, surf the internet,
write down someone’s phone number and have access to information, the only option is to learn braille.  Braille technology is fantastic; computers can be accessed through braille, as can devices like blackberrys, cell phones etc.

The real challenge in learning braille is not so much the actual braille (learning to feel different combinations of raised dots) but the fact that braille is based on written English. If a person does not have good English skills it will be almost impossible for that person to read braille.

Are your English skills good enough to read and write braille?  If not, it may be a good idea to take English classes to up-grade your skills so you will be able to read and write when you can no longer see print. Braille is easier to learn while you still have some vision.  Ask your intervenor or community services co-ordinator to help you find an English class nearby.

Up-coming Events
· RCA and Outreach End of Summer BBQ Wednesday August 29th
· RCA Annual General Meeting – Wednesday September 19th
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