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From the Desk of the ED – Cindy Accardi (picture of Cindy)

Welcome to the second edition of RCH’s newsletter.

I am happy to report that RCH has received renewal funding for the 2007/2008 fiscal year from the Ministry of Community and Social Services for the Outreach and Emergency Intervenor Services programs as well as the Community Services Coordinator position.  What this translates to is a continuity of services vital to individuals who are deaf-blind living in the GTA.  Please contact Molly Saunders, Director of Outreach Intervenor Services, if you are interested in receiving Intervenor Services or know of someone who would benefit from the services.

It has been a busy time for staff and clients with a number of activities taking place.  The Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons hosted the 23rd Annual Great Valentine Gala on February 14, 2007 at the Royal York with a sold out crowd enjoying the fantastic entertainment of The Pointer Sisters.  The Tombola event at the Gala raised over $2,000 for RCH.  The Foundation’s next event is the Rolling Rampage on June 16, 2007 at Queen’s Park.

Most of the RCH staff attended the Ontario Symposium on Deafblindness and Intervention February 15-17, 2007 at the Royal York.  Hosted by CDBRA Ontario, the symposium was an excellent opportunity for professionals working in the field of deaf-blindness to learn, network and recharge.

Mark your calendars!  JuneFest will return on June 7, 2007 from 1-6 pm at Mel Lastman Square.  Please visit www.junefest.ca often for updates on this family and awareness event celebrating Deaf-Blind Awareness Month.

Until next time, enjoy the beginnings of spring!
Consumer Profile – Lee-Ann Huitema (picture of Lee-Ann)

Hi, I was born in Oshawa and went to the Sir James Whitney School for the deaf in Belleville.  In 1990 I graduated from the school and went to the adult education program at the Oshawa Deaf Centre.  During this time I was living with my mum in Oshawa.  I took some classes in Daily Living Skills from the cnib learning how to do laundry, cleaning and cooking.

From 1992 to 1996 I was on the waiting list for RCA.  On June 1st, 1996 I moved into my present apartment at RCA.  I was a little nervous before I moved but now feel very comfortable living independently in my own place. 

I keep busy going bowling every two weeks on a bowling team, taking Braille lessons at the Canadian Helen Keller Centre, and Literacy at the cnib.  

I have Usher Syndrome, which is the combination of deafness and the eye problem retinitis pigmentosa.  I am a member of a support group called OUSA, (Ontario Usher Syndrome Association) which meets once a month.  The meetings are helpful to me as      I have the opportunity to speak with other people who have the same challenges as I do.     I am also a member of the Deaf-Blind Association of Toronto which also meets monthly

I am happy living independently at RCA.
Board Profile – Kelly Pollock (picture of Kelly)
I was thrilled to be asked to be a Board Member as I have seen RCA grow from just an idea to a big success for people who are deaf-blind.  My current job is with the Toronto District School Board as a Specialist Teacher of the Blind and an Orientation and Mobility Specialist.  I travel around Toronto to different schools where blind and deaf-blind children are integrated into regular schools.  I have two main jobs, to teach Braille to young children and to teach other regular classroom teachers about children who are blind and visually impaired.  

I started my job with Deaf-Blind Services at the CNIB as a volunteer in 1979.  I worked at CNIB Deaf-Blind Services in Ottawa, London, Hamilton and then Toronto until 1996.  I taught part time at the Intervenor Program at GBC and the Orientation and Mobility Program at Mohawk College.  

Before I went back to university to become a teacher I worked at ARCH - A Legal Resource Centre for Persons with Disabilities and BALANCE.  I continue to volunteer with Bingo Bucks and with Second Harvest, a group that gives food from restaurants to people who are hungry.  I live in Scarborough with my partner Peg and our beautiful dog, Ella and 3 black cats.
Staff Profile – Max Estay (picture of Max)

I was born in Chile, South America but I was raised as a Toronto boy.  I come from a large family where I’m the oldest of four boys.  I have a very large family that live all over the world but we try and get together as often as possible.

I work at RCA as an Intervenor, at CHKC as an instructor for cooking light and healthy meals and kitchen orientation, and I do Outreach Services in the Yonge and Eglinton area.  Before I became an IV I had an urban clothing business in downtown Toronto and in Montreal.   I also worked as a bartender and waiter along with many other endeavours. 

As an Intervenor I have had many great and memorable experiences with people who are deaf-blind.  One of the most memorable was going to London England for the Cheshire International Conference.  I attended as an intervenor for an RCA tenant and he was the only deaf-blind person at the conference.  There was lots of interest in our communication.

One of the events was at Saint James Castle in London where Prince Charles saw us communicating using the two hand manual. Prince Charles found this communication fascinating and came over to us to introduce himself and to ask us what we were doing.  The deaf-blind person explained to the Prince the two hand manual and that he was deaf-blind.  He also gave greetings from RCA and Canada. 

I am currently working on a cook book of my favourite recipes and in the future I plan to open a restaurant serving Latin food and other foods from around the world that I have grown to love in our city.
Ontario Symposium on Deafblindness and Intervention

“… Celebrating Our Past, Creating Our Future”

The Symposium was held February 15 to the 17th inclusive and took place at the Fairmont Royal York hotel in Toronto.  It was sponsored by the Ontario chapter of the Canadian Deafblind and Rubella Association and the Ministry of Community and Social Services.  There were approximately 150 people in attendance with the majority of people being intervenors.  

The opening address was given by Joan Mactavish who traced the history of intervenor service for people who are deaf-blind.  Joan, herself, has been involved with service delivery for more than thirty years.  The presentation was inspiring and detailed just how far services have evolved over the years.

Over the next days we heard presentations by Dr. Jan van Dijk from the Netherlands, Dr. Lauren Lieberman from the USA and Mary Guest from the UK.  The topics covered included; what people have learned from the people who are deaf-blind, physical activity for people who are deaf-blind and working with people who have Usher Syndrome. 

It was an excellent opportunity to network and meet new people who are part of the service delivery system of intervention to deaf-blind people.

Up-coming Events

· April 25th CHKC Annual Awards Luncheon honouring Reverend Bob Rumball from 11:45am to 2:00pm at the Fairmont Royal York Hotel.  For more information contact CHKC at deafblindinfo@onramp.ca or call 416-225-8989 Voice/TTY
· May 11th Mayfest  at the St. Lawrence Market
· June 7th JuneFest in Mel Lastman Square from 1pm to 6pm.  Come out and celebrate Deaf-Blind Awareness month.  Sponsored by RCH/CHKC.  For more information go to www.junefest.ca or call RCH or CHKC.
· June 16th The Rolling Rampage 10K Wheelchair Roadrace in downtown Toronto.  This is a project of the Canadian Foundation for Physically Disabled Persons in cooperation with the Canadian Paralympics Committee and the Rotary Club of Toronto – Don Valley.  For information go to www.rollingrampage.com or call      416-760-7351
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Yes, I want to support services to people who are deaf-blind.

Please find enclosed my donation of:   $25
     $50      $75    other
  

Name:  _______________________________________________
Address:  _____________________________________________
Tax receipts issued for donations over $10.

Registered Charitable Number:  12126  6423  RR0001

